Message

From: Thurmon, Clarke [Thurmon.Clarke@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/4/2020 9:08:56 PM
To: Contreras, Peter [Contreras.Peter@epa.gov]; King, Carol [King.Carol@epa.gov]; Martinson, Mathew

[martinson.mathew@epa.gov]; Kenknight, Jeff [Kenknight.Jeff@epa.gov]; Steiner-Riley, Cara [Steiner-
Riley.Cara@epa.gov]

cC: Rausch, Heidi [Rausch.Heidi@epa.gov]; Wilson, Dane [Wilson.Dane@epa.gov]; Wehling, Carrie
[Wehling.Carrie@epa.gov]; Parikh, Pooja [Parikh.Pooja@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: Lower Umatilla Basin - Petition for SDWA 1431 (nitrates in groundwater)

All:

Mat and Jeff — | thought you both did a great job presenting the information and the intention of the letter.

I will also say that | am currently concerned at the position taken by the political appointees (David Ross, Anna W, and
Susan B.) on the call today regarding this issue and the long-standing and on-going threat to public health raised by the
Petitioner, made clear by the state of Oregon’s data, and, upon review of the state’s data, substantiated by our regional
team. The conclusion, as | understand it at this point, is there is a very high likelihood that potentially thousands of
people in the LUB have been and are currently drinking and being exposed to water contaminated with nitrate above
the MCL, and, importantly, these same people in the LUB are unaware of this fact - nor do they have access to any
resources for treatment or alternative sources of drinking water.

| understand that we must follow the decisions and directions of these political leaders on this issue, but | will say that |
think the position they appeared to stake out on this call represents a troubling path away from the protection of public
health. | will admit that | do not understand what the intention of the region is now, as conveyed and directed by the
political leaders; but, | am concerned that it appears the region has been directed to: 1) potentially delay or confuse the
conclusions related to state actions to this point, or 2) abdicate its responsibility to work in earnest towards the
protection of the health of those persons who are very likely, if not certainly, drinking and being exposed to water
contaminated with nitrate above the MCL—and, who are, importantly, completely unaware of this fact.

While | am not necessarily recommending thati Ex. 5 AC/DP

Ex. 5 AC/DP

Ex. 56 AC/DP i

Please note that | am writing this, in my capacity as Associate Regional Counsel for Region 10, as documentation for the
record of the change in the direction and apparent limitation of public health protection tools directed at the region by
the political leadership of the various headquarters offices (OW and OECA) present on the call today, even after hearing
that the vast amount of data and follow-up meetings with the state agencies to substantiate these data, presents a
potential, if not actual, threat to human health.

| am open to anyone’s comments and/or edits to the statement above. Further, | am open to any guidance and/or
clarification regarding the path outlined by David Ross, Anna W., and Susan B. on the call today because the region is
now tasked with redrafting the letter to incorporate this new direction.

Thanks,
Clarke

Clarke Thurmon
Assistant Regional Counsel
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 10, Office of Regional Counsel
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155

M/S ORC-11-C07

Seattle, WA 98101

Desk (206) 553-2585

Fax (206) 553-1762
Thurmon.Clarke@EPA.gov

Protecting the environment is everyone's responsibility. You can help by reporting potential environmental violations. To do so, visit

EPA’s website at Litps/fwww.epa.sovieniprcementrepori-environnental-violations

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, or
believe you have received this communication in error, please contact the sender and delete the copy you received. Do Not print,
copy, retransmit, disseminate, or otherwise use the information. Unless so stated, legal arguments and opinions by the writer of this
email do not represent official EPA policy. Thank you.

From: Contreras, Peter <Contreras.Peter@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2020 12:46 PM

To: King, Carol <King.Carol@epa.gov>; Martinson, Mathew <martinson.mathew@epa.gov>; Kenknight, Jeff
<Kenknight.Jeff@epa.gov>; Thurmon, Clarke <Thurmon.Clarke @epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Steiner-
Riley.Cara@epa.gov>

Cc: Rausch, Heidi <Rausch.Heidi@epa.gov>; Wilson, Dane <Wilson.Dane@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Lower Umatilla

Carol: we'll set up a time to debrief on revisions to the letter {unless you get to it first).

Peter Contreras | Chief

Field, Data & Drinking Water Enforcement Section
Water Enforcement & Field Branch (20C-04)
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division
Seattle | US EPA

206 553 6708

From: King, Carol <¥ing.Carol@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2020 9:11 AM

To: Martinson, Mathew <muartinson.mathewi@ epa.gov>; Contreras, Peter <Contreras. Peler@epa. gov>; Kenknight, Jeff
<Kepnkrightleff@epa.gov>; Thurmon, Clarke <tThurmon. Clarke @ epa.gov>; Steiner-Riley, Cara <Stginer-

Riley Cara@epa,govs

Cc: Rausch, Heidi <Rausch HeidiB®epa.gov>; Wilson, Dane <Wilson, Dane@epa.gov>

Subject: Lower Umatilla

Mat and Jeff it sounds like you two are lead for today’s briefing. If so, can | give you guys a quick call to quickly relay
some additional feedback | just got from OECA’s AA?

Thanks,
Carol

ED_005296_00000923-00002



Carol DeMarco King, Attorney-Advisor

Municipal Enforcement Branch

Water Enforcement Division

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance
U.S. EPA

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20460

Phone: (202) 564-2412

Email: king.caroliepa goy

CONFIDENTIAL: This transmission may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work product or
otherwise privileged material. Do not release under FOIA without appropriate review. If this message was
sent to you in error, you are instructed to delete this message from your machine and all storage media

whether electronic or hard copy.
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